
News Release 
                                                                     Contact: 
                                                         Public Relations 

Tel: +81-6-6204-2060 (Osaka)   
+81-3-3278-2039(Tokyo) 

Marketing Authorisation Granted for TandemactTM (pioglitazone/glimepiride) 
for Type 2 Diabetes in Europe  

 

 
Osaka, Japan, January 17, 2007 --- Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited 

("Takeda") today announced that on January 8, 2007, Takeda Global Research & 
Development Centre (Europe), Ltd. (“TGRD Europe”) was granted a marketing authorisation 
for TandemactTM, a fixed combination tablet of ACTOS® (pioglitazone HCl) and glimepiride 
HCl from the European Commission.  
 

TGRD Europe submitted that application on July 29, 2005, and received a positive 
opinion on October 18, 2006 from The Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use 
(“CHMP”) of the European Medicines Agency (“EMEA”). 

 
ACTOS is a member of the thiazolidinedione class of "insulin-sensitizing" agents, and it 

directly targets insulin resistance. Glimepiride acts primarily by increasing the amount of insulin 
produced by the pancreas. These medications work in combination to help patients with type 2 
diabetes manage their blood glucose levels. The two approved strengths for TandemactTM are 
pioglitazone HCl/glimepiride 30mg/4mg and 45mg/4mg. 
 

“We are very pleased with this approval of TandemactTM, which enables us to provide an 
additional treatment option for the patients with type 2 diabetes.” said Dr. Masaomi 
Miyamoto, General Manager of Pharmaceutical Development Division of Takeda. “And also 
combining these medications may provide patients with an easier way to take the two drugs, 
as diabetic patients are often prescribed multiple medications to help manage the disease.”  
 
 
About TandemactTM 

Indications: Treatment of patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus who show intolerance to metformin or for 
whom metformin is contraindicated and who are already treated with a combination of 
pioglitazone and glimepiride.  

Posology: 
 

The tablets are taken orally once daily shortly before or with the first main meal. The tablets 
should be swallowed whole with some liquid. 

 
About Takeda 

Located in Osaka, Japan, Takeda is a research-based global company with its main focus on 
pharmaceuticals. As the largest pharmaceutical company in Japan and one of the global leaders of the 
industry, Takeda is committed to striving toward better health for individuals and progress in medicine 
by developing superior pharmaceutical products. Additional information about Takeda is available 
through its corporate website, www.takeda.com. 
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